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Artificial Intelligence and Social
Responsibility: Shaping a
Sustainable Digital Future for the
Arab World

The world today is witnessing a
rapid digital revolution, driven by
advanced technologies, with
artificial intelligence at the
forefront. Al is no longer just a
technical tool; it has become a
transformative force reshaping
our daily lives and driving a
profound shift in education, work,
research, and innovation. It has
evolved into a decision-making
partner, a contributor to shaping
the future, and a key driver of
social, economic, and cultural
change worldwide.

In this context, the Association of
Arab Universities plays a pivotal Prof. Amr Salama

role in supporting, activating, and  Secretary General
implementing the Arab Artificial

Intelligence Initiative, launched by the Arab League. The initiative
aims to foster digital integration among Arab countries and leverage
Al to serve sustainable development, education, and scientific
research. The Association works to translate this initiative into
practical programs across universities by building capacities,
promoting collaborative research, and creating academic
cooperation platforms, while ensuring that Arab universities are

-
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active participants in shaping digital policies, fostering innovation,
and embedding ethical standards in the use of these technologies.
However, digital progress cannot be fully realized without a genuine
commitment to social responsibility. Al technologies must serve
humanity, promote digital equity, support sustainable development,
and create local and regional innovation opportunities that respond
to community needs and enhance their capacities. Social
responsibility also entails adherence to ethical values, transparency,
and inclusivity, ensuring that no one is left behind in this digital
transformation.

The Association of Arab Universities continues its tireless efforts to
build an integrated Arab educational and research ecosystem that
harnesses Al and translates social responsibility into tangible
projects and initiatives. Our goal is to ensure that the digital world of
tomorrow is safer, more advanced, and profoundly human, with
Arab universities at the heart of this transformation, leading
sustainable development and shaping a future worthy of the region’s
aspirations.

by Association of Arab Universities Q2



J_u.\_...m.h Aadl o

Opening of the International Higher
Education Forum "EdUGate”

His Excellency Prof. Amr Ezzat Salama, Secretary-General of the Association of Arab

Universities, took part in the opening ceremony of the 17th edition of the International
Forum and Exhibition for Higher Education and Training (EdUGate 2025), held on Sunday,
August 3, 2025, at the Royal Kempinski Hotel in New Cairo. The event was held under the
patronage of H.E. Prof. Ayman Ashour, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research of the Arab Republic of Egypt, and carried the theme: "The Future of Education
Begins in Egypt."

EdUGate stands as one of the region’s most prominent platforms for academic exchange,
bringing together universities and educational institutions from across the globe. This
year’s edition welcomed over 100 universities and institutions from Egypt, the Arab world,
Europe, Asia, and Africa, with Malaysia’s university delegation honored as the guest of
distinction.

Prof. Salama’s participation reflects the Association’s ongoing commitment to supporting
initiatives that advance the quality of higher education and foster academic collaboration
and knowledge exchange at both regional and international levels.
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The Association of Arab Universities
Participates in the First Annual Arab
Forum on Artificial Intelligence Under the
Patronage of the Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States

’/‘\v

.r"///" - 4

bl |
fr

(o ) 11 <l 31 gl o

T "

A delegation from the Association of Arab Universities, headed by H.E. Prof. Amr Ezzat

Salama, Secretary-General of the Association, took part in the proceedings of the First
Annual Arab Forum on Artificial Intelligence, held under the patronage and in the presence
of H.E. Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Secretary-General of the League of Arab States.

The forum was convened in implementation of the resolution adopted at the Arab
Economic and Social Development Summit, held in Baghdad in May 2025. It represents a
significant step toward activating the Arab Artificial Intelligence Initiative launched by H.E.
Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, aimed at fostering development and enhancing competitiveness
across Arab countries.

The Association of Arab Universities was represented by Prof. Dr. Amr Ezzat Salama,
Secretary-General, and Prof. Dr. Waleed Salama, Advisor to the Association, who
participated in the opening alongside several high-level Arab officials, including the
Egyptian Minister of Communications and Information Technology, the Yemeni Minister of
Transport, the Egyptian Minister of Education and Technical Education, and members of
the diplomatic and consular corps in Egypt.

In his opening remarks, the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States described
artificial intelligence as a “revolution in ways of thinking and working,” emphasizing its
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rapid advancements that have turned the global scene into what he called “an arms race”
among major powers. He urged Arab countries to double their efforts in research and
development and underscored the necessity of increasing investment in this sector to
enhance the region’s capacity to attract investments.

H.E. Prof. Amr Ezzat Salama highlighted the role of the Association of Arab Universities in
this field within Arab higher education institutions, outlining the projects initiated by the
Association to promote the application of artificial intelligence in higher education. He also
presented the Association’s vision for implementing and operationalizing the Arab
Artificial Intelligence Initiative launched by the Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States.

Speakers unanimously agreed that Arab cooperation in this domain is no longer an option
but an “inevitable necessity.” A noteworthy announcement was the Egyptian proposal to
establish a Council of Arab Ministers for Artificial Intelligence, designed to unify efforts
and harmonize policies—reflecting a commitment to building a high-level platform for
digital integration.
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The Egyptian Minister of Education and Technical Education stated that Egypt has adopted
national strategies to integrate artificial intelligence concepts into school curricula starting
next academic year, reaffirming that preparing future generations is now a top priority.
Prof. Dr. Ismail Abdel Ghaffar, President of the Arab Academy, explained that the idea of the
forum stemmed from an ambitious project initiated through the Arab Dialogue on Artificial
Intelligence, hosted at the League of Arab States headquarters. This dialogue led to a
recommendation in February that laid the foundation for the initiative adopted by the
Secretary-General and later endorsed by Arab leaders at the Baghdad Summit in May.
Today, the Alamein Forum marks the official launch to transform this vision into tangible
reality.

The forum brought together a distinguished group of experts and policymakers to outline
a clear roadmap for a unified Arab Artificial Intelligence Strategy and the Arab Charter on
Al Ethics, both of which will serve as guiding frameworks for collective action.
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AArU Explores Collaboration with
LinkedIn to Empower Arab Academia

The Association of Arab Universities (AArU), represented by its Executive Director Prof.

Anas Ratib Alsoud, held a fruitful meeting with Mr. Mahdi Rimawi, Director of Academia -

MENA at LinkedIn, to explore strategic opportunities for enhancing the academic and

professional presence of Arab universities and their faculty members.

The discussions focused on three key priorities previously emphasized by H.E. Prof. Amr

Salama, Secretary General of AArU:

o Supporting faculty members in building impactful LinkedIn profiles that showcase their
academic achievements and global influence.

e Helping Arab wuniversities brand themselves more
effectively to highlight their excellence, innovation, and
contributions to higher education.

o Equipping faculty and students with access to LinkedIn’s
professional training courses, ensuring they are
prepared with the skills required for today’s competitive
job market.

Prof. Alsoud stressed that digital branding and professional

development are no longer optional, but essential for Arab

universities and academics seeking to expand their global
reach and visibility.

This collaboration marks an important step toward

unlocking new pathways for universities, faculty, and

students across the Arab world, enabling them to thrive in

an increasingly digital and interconnected academic
landscape.
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Enhancing Academic Cooperation
Between the Association of Arab

Universities and Bentley University (USA) BENTLEY

UNIVERSITY

On August 3, 2025, Professor Anas Al-Saud, Executive Director of the Association of Arab
Universities, welcomed Dr. Razan Haddad, Associate Director of Global & Strategic
Initiatives at Bentley University (USA), at the Association’s headquarters. The meeting was
also attended by Ms. Lina Al-Bitar, Director of General Administration, and Mr. Ziad
Amara, Secretary-General office Manager and Head of International Cooperation at the
Association.

The discussions focused on strengthening academic cooperation and expanding strategic
partnerships in areas such as internationalization, entrepreneurship, digital
transformation, and capacity building. Both parties explored opportunities for student and
faculty exchanges and the implementation of joint programs aligned with the priorities of
higher education in the Arab world.

This visit is part of the Association’s ongoing efforts to broaden its international
partnerships and enable Arab universities to benefit from leading global practices in
education, research, and institutional governance.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dr. Haddad extended a formal invitation to H.E. Professor
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Amr Ezzat Salama, Secretary-General of the Association of Arab Universities, to visit
Bentley University in early January 2026. The visit will include the signing of a cooperation
agreement and an introduction to the university’s pioneering models in academic
innovation and leadership. A series of meetings with university officials and affiliated

research centers is also planned as part of the visit.
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The Association of Arab Universities
Holds a Series of Meetings to Develop
Regional Institutional Accreditation
Standards

The Association of Arab Universities (AArU) held a series of meetings to develop the

standards of Regional Institutional Accreditation, under the chairmanship of H.E. Prof.
Amr Ezzat Salama, Secretary-General of the Association of Arab Universities. The meetings
were attended by Prof. Anas Ratib Soud, Executive Director of AArU; Prof. Hussein
Al-Maghreby, Quality and Academic Accreditation Expert; and Mrs. Lina Al-Bitar, Director
of the General Administration at AArU. The discussions focused on formulating

accreditation standards aligned with international best practices.

Institutional accreditation is considered a strong indicator of an institution’s commitment
to the quality of the educational process and the achievement of its goals in accordance
with internationally recognized standards. It also contributes to strengthening the
confidence of society and the labor market in institutional outcomes, supporting graduates’

employability, and enhancing university rankings at both the local and international levels.
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The Association of Arab Universities
Organizes Forum on “Cybersecurity as a
Social Responsibility in a Digital World”

Under the patronage of H.E. Prof. Amr Ezzat Salama,
Secretary-General of the Association of Arab
Universities, AlI-Quds Open University organized a
scientific forum entitled “Cybersecurity as a Social
Responsibility in a Digital World” on Tuesday, August
26, 2025, via Zoom, with wide participation from
experts and academics representing various Arab

universities.
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In his opening remarks, the Secretary-General
emphasized that cybersecurity is no longer a purely
technical matter, but has become a fundamental pillar
of national and economic security. He stressed the
pivotal role of universities as the firstline of defense in
this field.

For his part, Prof. Ibrahim Al-Shaer, President of the
University and Chair of the Council for Social
Responsibility of Arab Universities, welcomed the
participants, noting that hosting this forum reflects

the University’s belief that cybersecurity is a shared

national and societal responsibility. He also called for
greater investment in human capital as the
cornerstone of digital protection.

Meanwhile, Prof. Youssef Dheeb Awad, Director of the Council for Social Responsibility of Arab
Universities and Chair of the opening session, highlighted that the forum embodies Al-Quds
Open University’s vision of linking academic knowledge with the needs of the digital society,
while also contributing to building a shared Arab awareness to confront cybersecurity challenges.
The forum concluded with several strategic recommendations, including launching specialized
training programs, supporting applied research, and establishing national cybersecurity
centers—initiatives that would enhance secure digital transformation and foster a responsible

Arab society in a rapidly evolving world.
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The Association of Arab Universities
Concludes Training Program on
"Educational Technology and
Instructional Design for E-Learning and
Blended Courses”

On Sunday, August 31, 2025, the Association of Arab Universities successfully concluded its
training program entitled “Educational Technology and Instructional Design for
E-Learning and Blended Courses”, organized for Iraqi universities.

The program witnessed the participation of 96 attendees from 12 different countries,
providing a platform for dialogue and the exchange of expertise on the latest global trends
in e-learning and blended education.

The training aimed to enable participants to grasp the fundamental concepts of e-learning
and blended learning, understand the scientific principles of instructional design to ensure
high-quality learning outcomes, discuss interactive learning strategies, and explore the use
of artificial intelligence applications in course development and enhancing the learning
experience.

The course was delivered by Dr. Ashraf Nirokh, an expert in educational technology with
over two decades of experience in designing and developing modern digital learning
environments.

The Association of Arab Universities affirmed that this program is part of its ongoing efforts
to strengthen the capacities of Arab universities and advance their academic programs in
line with global educational trends and quality standards.
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Coordination Meeting Between the
Association of Arab Universities and the
Association of Indian Universities to
Discuss Joint Cooperation Initiatives

On Monday, August 4, 2025, a virtual coordination meeting was held via Zoom between the

Association of Arab Universities (AArU) and the Association of Indian Universities (AIU) as

part of ongoing efforts to strengthen academic and scientific collaboration between Arab

and Indian higher education institutions.

The meeting focused on several joint initiatives and future projects, most notably

preparations for the Arab-Indian University Presidents Conference, the REACH 2025

Conference, and the activation of the Memorandum of Understanding previously signed

between the two associations. These efforts aim to foster academic partnerships and

promote the exchange of knowledge, expertise, and programs.

Both parties also agreed to launch a series of joint webinars to connect member universities

from both regions, encourage academic dialogue, and support collaboration in research.

The Association of Arab Universities was represented at the meeting by:

 Prof. Anas Al-Saud, Executive Director

e Ms. Lina Al-Bitar, Director General of Administration,

e Mr. Ziad Amara, Chief of Staff to the Secretary-General and Acting Director of
International Relations and Cooperation.

This meeting reaffirmed the shared commitment of both associations to advancing

bilateral relations and building sustainable, impactful partnerships in support of higher

education institutions across the Arab world and India.
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Interactive Workshop for Ranking
Coordinators in Iraqgi Universities

On Monday, August 25, 2025, the Interactive Workshop for Ranking Coordinators in Iraqi

Universities was launched under the patronage of H.E. Prof. Amr Ezzat Salama,

Secretary-General of the Association of Arab Universities.

Key speakers included:

o Prof. Anas Al-Saud, Executive Director of the Association of Arab Universities, who
presented the new Arab Ranking platform and data entry mechanisms.

o Prof. Essam Khamees, who delivered an in-depth lecture entitled: “The Arab University
Ranking: Objectives, Indicators, and Data Requirements.”

The workshop highlighted the objectives, criteria, and timeline for the 2025 Arab Ranking

release.

With the participation of over 200 coordinators from Iraqgi universities, the event featured

dynamic interaction and valuable discussions, reflecting the universities’ commitment to

quality, research, and innovation.
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The Association of Arab Universities
Organizes Virtual Scientific Seminar on
"Arab Impact Factor”

On Monday, 4 August 2025, the Association of Arab Universities (AArU) held a
virtual scientific seminar via Zoom under the title “Arab Impact Factor:
Criteria for Indexing Arab Journals” This initiative comes as part of the
Association’s continuous efforts to advance scientific research, enhance the
visibility of Arab journals, and strengthen their presence in international
academic rankings.

The seminar was opened by Prof. Anas Rateb Al-Saud, Executive Director of
the Association, who underscored the importance of developing a credible
Arab framework for journal classification as an essential tool to improve
research quality and elevate academic publishing standards across the
region. Ms. Lina Al-Bitar, Director of the General Administration at the
Association, was also in attendance.

The keynote presentation was delivered by Prof. Mahmoud Abdel-Aty,
Founder and Director of the Arab Impact Factor Project at Sohag University,
Egypt, and Vice President of the African Academy of Sciences in Nairobi,
Kenya. He outlined the project’s operational framework, classification
criteria, calculation methodology, and its role in addressing the challenges
facing Arab journals in attaining recognition within global indexing

databases.
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The discussions addressed several core themes, including:

 Introduction to the Arab Impact Factor project

o Methodology for calculating the impact factor

e Main criteria for journal classification

« The influence of classification on research quality and publishing standards

e The Arab Impact Factor’s role in supporting journals toward international
indexing

o Strategies for encouraging the publication of pioneering research

This seminar forms part of a series of specialized scientific events organized

by the Association of Arab Universities, aimed at fostering a competitive and

innovative academic environment aligned with international standards, and

supporting sustainable development goals across the Arab world. The event

witnessed wide participation from academics, researchers, and

representatives of various Arab universities.

—

Impact Factor )_JUI Joleo

A
(Scopus CiteScore= B

A= Citations in Year 2024, 2023. 2022, 2021

B=Total Articles Published in Years 2024,
2023. 2022, 2021
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The Arab Council for University Governance
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The Arab Council for University Governance is one
of the councils affiliated with the Association of
Arab Universities. It was established by a
resolution of the General Conference during its
48th session, held at Saint Joseph University in the
Lebanese Republic in 2015. The Council is
headquartered at Middle East University in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

Vision of the Council:

Adopting sound governance and wise leadership
in Arab universities.

Mission of the Council:

Commitment and dedication to practicing
governance standards in order to raise the quality
of Arab higher education.

The Council aims to:

° Encourage the transition to digital
governance practices by leveraging ¢global
networks and information and communication
technology sciences.

° Establish the foundations of digital
transformation in governance and methodologies
for its application in Arab universities.

° Expand the scope of scientific research in
digital governance to build intellectual
frameworks in the paths of leadership, creativity,
digital innovation, and in  addressing
administrative and technical challenges.

0 Develop principles, foundations, and
indicators for the governance of Arab universities.

H.E. Dr. Yagoub Adel
Nasereddin

Secretary General of the
Council

Council Website:
https:/arabgovernance.net

by Association of Arab Universities 1Q
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The Scientific Association of Arab Faculties of Law
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The Scientific Association of Arab Faculties of Law
is one of the associations established under the
Association of Arab  Universities. It is
headquartered at United Arab Emirates University
and is composed of Faculties of Law in the member
universities of the Association of Arab Universities.
The Association seeks to support its member
faculties in preparing graduates capable of serving
their Arab nations and achieving their aspirations
through the following:

° Cooperating to raise the level of legal
education.

° Encouraging scientific research, joint
studies, and the exchange of research findings.

° Organizing specialized academic seminars
and conferences.

° Facilitating visits and exchanges of faculty
members, academic experts, students, and
publications among member faculties.

° Establishing professional training programs
forlegal practitioners in cooperation with member
faculties.

° Coordinating the efforts of member faculties
in international organizations and conferences.

° Strengthening cooperation with peer law
schools regionally and internationally.

° Developing a legal information database and
an interconnected network for information
exchange in the field of law.

Prof. Fatiha Gourari

Secretary General of the
Association

Website:
https:/aacl.uaeu.ac.ae/ar/
overview.shtml

Email: aacl@uaeu.ac.ae

by Association of Arab Universities 20
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University of Anbar Honors Palestinian
Students and Grants Them Priority for
Free Graduate Studies

1987 1408
UNIVERSITY OF ANBAR

Under the patronage of Prof. Dr. Mushtaq Talib Saleh Al-Nada, President of the University
of Anbar, and the supervision of Prof. Dr. Wissam Hashim, Assistant to the President for
Academic Affairs, the Student Affairs Department at the University organized a ceremony to
present training certificates to students from Arab universities who completed internships
at the University of Anbar’s colleges.

This ceremony is part of a student training exchange agreement between Arab universities,
coordinated with the Arab Council for Student Training and Innovation, affiliated with the
Association of Arab Universities, aiming to strengthen academic cooperation and cultural
exchange among higher education institutions in the Arab world.

In his speech, the University President expressed his pleasure in meeting the Palestinian
students, emphasizing that mentioning the name “Palestine” touches hearts and evokes the
sacrifices of the martyrs. He also announced granting them priority for free graduate
studies in Iraq under the “Study in Iraq” program for master’s degrees, extending his
greetings to the families of the students and the heads of universities in beloved Palestine.

The ceremony included speeches by several students and a screening of a film portraying
the story of a Palestinian prisoner, concluding with the distribution of appreciation
certificates to the students.
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Under the patronage of His Excellency

The Jordanian Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research

Universitie
Intelligence Te
How Al is reshaping
the future of Higher
Education?

Q@ AMMAN - Jordan
] 18 - 19 October 2025

Conference Abstract
Website Submission

www.ai.aaru.edu.jo N2 N
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https://ai.aaru.edu.jo/2025/
https://forms.gle/Z1gQT7GBfD8vw6HAA

Conference Topics

1. The Impact of Artificial Intelligence in Education
for Sustainable Digital Higher Education.

2. Virtual Reality in Education.

. Natural Language Processing (NLP).

Quality Assurance of Al-Based Learning

Personalized Learning through Al, Al and

Teacher Professional Development.

N oW

Ethical Considerations of Al. be considered
for publication

9. Al, Leadership and Governance.

6. Al _for Cybersecurity. Selected
7. Al'in Healthcare. papers could
8.

9.

Other related topics to Al.

In prestigious,
high-impact
journals.

Abstract submission: 07 Sep. 2025
Full text submission : 29 Sep. 2025
Reviewed submission: 05 Oct. 2025

Students $250

Researchers $350
Attendance $250




Exhibition Packages
The Second International Conference On
Universities & Artificial Intelligence Technology

N Early-Bird
Package Partllgépéatlon Participation
Fee

® Booth in the exhibition
(9m sq).

® Attendance at the
conference for 2 people.

e Hotel accommodation for | 3500 % 2500 $
two people for three
nights.

e Coffee breaks and meals.

e Airport transfer.

ePlease note that the early bird registration period ends on
September 30, 2025.

eIf participants secure their own accommodation, a $500 will be
deducted from the total fee.

Book your
booth
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https://ai.aaru.edu.jo/2025/exhibitors/
https://ai.aaru.edu.jo/2025/exhibitors/
https://ai.aaru.edu.jo/2025/exhibitors/

Exhibition Packages
The Second International Conference On
Universities & Artificial Intelligence Technology

Platinum BELDDESN  Gold

® 15-minute presentation
or speaking slot within a
panel.

® Hotel accommodation for
two people for three
nights.

® Free exhibition booth.

® Logo placement on
conference documents.

® Free attendance for the
speaker and up to five
participants.

Silver

® [ ogo placement on
conference documents.

® b-minute presentation or
speaking slot within a
panel.

® Free exhibition booth 9m
sq.

e Free attendance for the
speaker and up to two
participants.

IESS  Bronze

® 10-minute presentation
or speaking slot within a
panel.

® Hotel accommodation for
one person for three
nights.

® Free exhibition booth 9m
sq.

® [ ogo placement on
conference documents.

® Free attendance for the
speaker and up to three
participants.

3000 $

® | ogo placement on
conference documents.

® Free attendance for the
speaker and one
participant.

o

[x]

Become a
sponsor

e

Tel: 00962 799821723 | E-mail: infofdai.aaru.edu.jo


https://ai.aaru.edu.jo/2025/sponsors/

Association of Arab Universities -
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Our Social Media Accounts:

0 Association of Arab Universities
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